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By Curtis Lehner
For the AJC

This time of year, Greenville,
S.C., looks more like Red-and-
Greenville, and an enchanting
holiday weekend is only a quick
drive up I-85 from Atlanta. Cel-
ebrate the food and vibrant cul-
tural scene in the largest city
in “The Upstate” of South Car-
olina, where performing com-
panies stage beloved classics as
well as new favorites; lights and
other decorations give down-
town a sparkle; and, as the song
says, in the air there’s a feeling
of Christmas.

Friday
During your stay, give yourself

plentyof time toenjoydowntown
Greenville,whichcan includewin-
dow shopping at the 100+ retail-
ers, dining at the 120 downtown
restaurants, walking along tree-
lined Main Street and enjoying
fantastic views such as the Lib-
erty Bridge in Falls Park on the
Reedy. Make sure you sched-
ule your departure fromAtlanta
early enough to arrive at check-
in time (see the sidebar for lodg-
ing ideas).
Kickoffyourfirstnight inGreen-

ville with a casual meal at NOSE
DIVE, a gastropubwell-regarded
for its burgers, veggieplates, beer
and craft cocktails.Weather per-
mitting, you can enjoy its open-
air seating. 116 S. Main St. 864-
373-7300. thenosedive.com
Glide into some traditionalwin-

ter funatUnitedCommunityBank
Ice onMain, an open-air skating
rink for thewhole family. Admis-
sion is $10 per person, including
skate rental, and you can warm
upwithhot chocolate, coffee and
other treats. Nov. 16-Jan. 15. Vil-
lage Green on S. Main St. iceon-
main.com
One of the shining stars on

Greenville’s holiday cultural cal-
endar is “Holiday at Peace,” the
Greenville SymphonyOrchestra’s
most popular pops concert at the
Peace Center. This year’s head-
liner is award-winning jazz vocal-
ist James Thorne. An attraction
in its own right, the Peace Cen-
ter features a 2,112-seat concert
hall, the 1,450-seat TD Stage and
the439-seatGunterTheatre. 300
S.Main St. 864-467-3000. peace-
center.org
Alternately, for a boozy, bois-

terous holiday show that’s not
for kids, head to the intimate,
150-seat Warehouse Theatre.
The company stages the Upstate
ShakespeareFestivalMay through
July, but offers an irreverent spin
inDecember onYuletide classics
with “Christmas on the Rocks,”
which catchesupwith the likesof
TinyTim,Charlie BrownandRal-
phie from“AChristmas Story” as
grown-ups. Dec. 6-23. 37Augusta
St. 864-235-6940.warehousethe-
atre.com

Saturday
Fuelup for abigdaywithbreak-

fast at Stax Omega Diner, a local
fixture for nearly 30 years—aptly
namedoneof theSouth’sbestdin-
ers by Southern Living. Consider
theGreekSkillet,whichcombines
eggs, friedpotatoes, spinach, feta
cheeseandchargrilledchicken. 72
Orchard Park Dr. 864-297-6639.
staxs.net
Check out the diversity of art-

ful decorations at the 33rd annual
BonSecoursFestivalofTrees,with
spectaculardecked-outtreesondis-
playat theentrancesand through-
out the lobbies of several down-
town hotels. Dec. 1-31. stfrancis-
foundation.com/event/2018-fes-
tival-of-trees
Ifyouwanttomovearoundwhile

communingwithGreenville’s nat-

ural beauty, consider a visit to the
22-mile GHS SwampRabbit Trail,
amulti-use greenway system that
links such attractions as down-
town-adjacent Falls Park on the
Reedy,FurmanUniversity and the
city of Travelers Rest. For lunch,
check out the sandwiches and
other selections of SwampRabbit
Café andGrocery,which includes
a bakery and wood-fired pizzeria
as well as a market and butchery
for fine, locally sourced produce
andmeats. 205 Cedar Lane. 864-
255-3385. swamprabbitcafe.com
If you’re in town on Sat., Dec.

1, don’t miss downtown’s Green-
ville PoinsettiaChristmasParade,
a 75-year tradition expected to
includeabout90floatsandattrac-
tions along Main Street. Sched-
uled from 6-7:30 p.m., it leaves
time for dinner and a show after-
wards.greenvillesc.gov/1330/poin-
settia-christmas-parade
Forfinediningconvenient tothe

Peace Center for the performing
arts, Larkin’s on the River offers
an elegant destination with an
extensivewine listandimpeccable
choices for aged steaks and fresh

fish. 318 S.Main St. 864-467-9777.
larkinsontheriver.com
Forballet enthusiasts, this time

of year is incomplete without a
visit from the Sugar Plum Fairy,
the Rat King and company, and
Greenville offers two takes on
“TheNutcracker.”First, fromNov.
30-Dec. 2, theCarolinaBalletThe-
atreoffers “TheNutcracker:Once
UponaTime inGreenville” at the
PeaceCenter.Theproduction fea-
tures Skylar Brandt and Herman
Cornego in a special twist on the
story timed to coincide with Dis-
ney’sTheNutcrackerandtheFour
Realms feature film, now in the-
aters. 864-421-0940. carolinabal-
let.org
Then, fromDec. 21-23, Interna-

tional Ballet presents “The Nut-
cracker”with theGreenville Sym-
phonyOrchestra,alsoat thePeace
Center, which features dancers
AdiarysAlmeida andTarasDomi-
tro. 864-879-9404. international-
balletsc.org

Sunday
Have a scrumptious brunch at

the appropriately-named Crêpe

du Jour, a traditional French cre-
perie, wine bar and coffee shop
on downtown’s Main Street.
Crepes include extensive sweet
and savory varieties as well as
ice cream crepes for dessert. 20
S. Main St. 864-520-2882. crepe-
du-jour-restaurant.business.site
Whenyou’reonyourwayoutof

town, but want a little more hol-
iday cheer, go by Fountain Inn,
17miles southeast of Greenville,
for Christmas “Inn” Our Town,
which includes carriage rides,
craft vendors, Santa visits, as

well as aparade and tree lighting.
Dec. 5-22. 200 N. Main St. 864-
724-8044.fountaininnevents.com/
christmas-inn-our-town
Finally, if your Greenville visit

happenstocoincidewithTuesday,
Dec. 18, check out “A Christmas
Carol: OnAir” at Centre Stage, an
inventive take on Charles Dick-
ens’ holiday classic that also pays
homage to theGoldenAge of live
radio in the 1940s, featuring era-
appropriate musical numbers.
501 River St. 864-233-6733. cen-
trestage.org

Celebrations with abundant cultural offerings

DESTINATIONS

WHERE TO STAY
■Crowne Plaza Greenville

In addition to 202 king and double-bedded rooms, the Crowne is
located off of the I-385 inner loop, just eight miles from Greenville-
Spartanburg International Airport, with a complimentary shuttle to
downtown Greenville.

851 Congaree Rd. 864-297-6300. crowneplaza.com/gsp-ropermt
■Hampton Inn & Suites Greenville Downtown @ RiverPlace

Within walking distance of numerous shops and restaurants as
well as the Peace Center, the hotel offers great amenities along with
a free hot breakfast for guests.

171 RiverPlace. 864-271-8700. hamptoninnandsuitesgreenville.
com
■Hilton Greenville

This acclaimed hotel in the city’s Eastside includes the Bistro 45
Carolina Fresh restaurant.

45 W. Orchard Park Dr. 864-232-4747. greenvillesc.hilton.com
■Hyatt Place Greenville/Downtown

Be among the first guests at this new downtown hotel, opening
this month!

128 E. Broad St. 864-720-2700. greenvilledowntown.place.hyatt.
com
■The Westin Poinsett Greenville

Conveniently located at the center of Main Street, this four-
diamond hotel occupies a building that dates to 1925.

120 S. Main St. 864-421-9700. marriott.com/hotels/travel/gspwi-
the-westin-poinsett-greenville

IF YOU GO
Downtown Greenville is two-and-a-half hours from Atlanta, easily

accessible from I-85. Be sure to stop by the VisitGreenvilleSC Visitor
Center, open from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdays; 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays;
and noon-4 p.m. Sundays.

206 S. Main St., Greenville, S.C. 29601. 1-800-717-0023.
VisitGreenvilleSC.com

SPONSORED BY VISITGREENVILLESC

A
scrumptious
Sunday
brunch can
be all yours
at Crêpe du
Jour. Select
from an
extensive
selection
of sweet
and savory
crepes,
and don’t
overlook
ice cream
crepes for
dessert.

Glide into some traditional winter fun at United Community Bank Ice
on Main, an open-air skating rink for the whole family.

For ballet enthusiasts, this time of year is incomplete without a
visit from the Sugar Plum Fairy, the Rat King and company. Be sure
to catch the Carolina Ballet Theatre’s “The Nutcracker: Once Upon
a Time in Greenville” at the Peace Center. The production features
Skylar Brandt and Herman Cornego in a special twist on the story
timed to coincide with Disney’s “The Nutcracker and the Four
Realms” feature film, now in theaters.

Consider a stop at Swamp Rabbit Café and Grocery for lunch,
where you’ll find a bakery and wood-fired pizzeria as well as great
sandwiches. CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

800.717.0023 #yeahTHATgreenville

They say
“Top 10America’s

GreatestMain Streets”
Travel + Leisure

You say
“Guesswhomade the
‘nice’list this year?”
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